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fhould live and be ſaved, hath given his only Son, 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
5 0 * „ 
3 Patossrnarles, | 


=D *. 
e bur of ie love, Were le 
not in the death of 'a Jenner, but x ky 


to the end that whoſoever believeth on him, ſhould not 


periſh, but have ever 
who enlighteneth every man that cometh into te all 


And this light would work out the ſalvation of 
all, if not reſiſted. Nor is it les A UI than Wi ; 
inbred ſin, being the purchaſe of his death, who i 
taſted death for every man. F. or, as in Adam all died, An 
—— — gt 
. But fa are not afraid to aſſert, that God, J 
by an eternal and unchangeable decree, hath pre- 1 
deſtinated to eternal damnation the far. greater 5 
part of mankind, ald, than abſolutely, without - 
any reſpett to their wer ks, but only for the 10 
ſhewing the glory Juſtice: and that for 5 
the bringing this "ak, he hath appointed theſe 0. 
— i; ſouls neceſſarily to walk in their wicked | hs 
Fg 0 4c -U uteri naldontee 11 
and that he juſtly condemns theſe, although he al 
hath with-held fypm (hem, that grace by Which by 
alone they 1 bas laid hold of a . 
v age e Nai , an) at x, "eine ; to, She a 
wo - He? I not 6 obey, 1 8 1 pa a 
olpel' Ws he Paw ky thvites th * 
ik never prove Pegeckue for*their — this 
only ſerve to aggravate their wine occaſion | 


"their greater damnation.” . N . 
SE po «Ss. 3 We 


8 * 


re; 
ter 


ö 
3. We pay ies call, this doi 


ſeeing in che 857 
there is no mention made of 0 75 e Writer, 
great or ſmall,. in any pa rt of the Chriſtin 


Church. For, as it. is. eee is the aber 1 1 5 6: 


of Scripture, and to the tenor, of the 
all the antient Writers, Teachers and. $ . 


the Church, paſs it over with a rofound filenee, 


The firſt BAN ations of it were aid, in the latter 
writings of Au; Hine; who in his heat agai 
Pelagius, let fall fome expreſſions, which: ſome 


have unhappily gleaned up for the. eſtabliſhing 
of this erxor ; thereby contradifing, many. athers 


and. many more, and frequent expreſſions of he 
ſame Antares It was afterwards taught 
Dominicus, a Popiſſi Friar, and „ e of ! 


order, and at la 4 was unha . 
; ppt Peng 1 0 of | 


John Calvin, (otherwiſe a man 10 
be commended). to the great ftajning 


and of the Chriftian 
ſhould not reje& it for the lence of the. antients, 
if it had any real —— in the word of God; 


and if it were not highly in urtous to God 4 2 to 


= : 


Jeſus Chrift our Mediator 42 Redeemer, to the pater 
virtue, nobnlity and excellency f his Bed goſpel, an 
laftly, to all mankind. 

4. Firſt, It is hu rhly in urlous to Cod, becauſe i it 


makes him the author of fin, I confeſs the aflex- 


tors of this doctrine Wy this conſequence, of 1 
but that is a mere Ulufion, and is, 


culous, as ifa man ſhould deny that two Malz . 


make 17 For, if God has decreed 
ep robated wan periſh, and if he hath allo de 
800 that they 


by w . OR ene In 4 — 
is the firl} e 1715 thereof but 
who ſo willed and decree "This fs as plain.and 


natural a conſe 8 as whe cam 
And thereſbe, he 


this doctrine have 755 mY . ſn e | 
128 reigns n 3 


trained and ee 
B N . 


9 * 


hs 


'' 


75 rx 


of his 
reputation, and d amation both of the Proteſtant 
10N. _ However, we 


ald walk in thofe wicked Ways, 


1 * 
4 * 

1 fy IR ; 
by " ” the 4 


a). 


ſome, and that' of the moſt eminent. among 1 nenn, 
Haye openly eee it. I hall in atices 
few among many ages. „ ſay that by tha | 
_ ordination and will | or, „Adam fell. God would 

have man to Fall. 4 is a by the will 10 
rommandment of God. We refer the cauſes”, of 
hardening us to God. The higheſt or remote Caſe 
vf hardening is, the will of God. Theſe are Calis 
words, + God (faith Beza) hath predeſtinated 
 whomſoever he faw meet, not only unto damnation 
but alſo unto the cauſes of tt. 

It is certain (ſaith Zanchius). the Godi is the 
firſt cauſe of obduration. Reprobates are held ſo fa af 
under God's Almighty decree, that they cannot but 
n and periſh, & God (ſaith Martyr) doth uncline 
and force the wills of wicked men into great fans. 
God (ſaith Zuinglius) moveth the. robber. fob | 
' He hilleth, God W him thereunto. 1 Reprobat 

perſons (ſaith Piſcator] are abſolutely ordained to $44 
o. fold end. To undergo everlaſting puniſhment, and 
neceſſarily to fin and, E to fen, th | they may 
be 2.17 hu nid 
5. If theſe ſayings do not import, mt cd 
the euthor of fin, we muſt not then ſeek 
men's opinions from their words, but ſome Way 
elſe. It ſeems as if they had aſſumed to them- 
ſelves that monſtrous, .two-fold will they feizn 
of God: one by which they declare their hd, 
openly, and another more ſecret * hidden 
Which is quite contrary to the other. or 7 
it at all help them to ſay, That man fins Sing 
fince that ine 5 to fin is [according to 


| dgment) ſo neceſſaril Je tht 
bet cannot but be "ling, b — 


. 


. Nen Gen. l. ut e 16.8. 11 ; 45 2 
1 hos, &c. 1 O 15 to 
1 Beza Lib. de Prd, x „ 5 th 

2 Zanch. de Excæc. q. lun de Na ba. 4 . 25 

T Martyr in na. Dover ee 

555 {lib. de Provid. c. 8. df 5 e 1 | th 
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down, and, the. OR oc 
brains and Kills it. 1 


its body, and not any 


hand. makes, the child he ; whether is the child 
or I an e ee t then any _ 
er th 14 e God's Att | 


28 grea an mmce Rp 

do not male dhe gu of fn, 40 and, fb gfe 
highly a if | 
6. Segondly, This d doctrine is in jurious 4 
becauſe it makes him delight in ihne acath of 
contrary to the expreſs words of God 
As I be, te 922 God, I have ng leaking 
in the death of tlie wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his. way and tive. Turn ye, turn ye From your 


evil ways 2! far why will v die, O houſe of Ve 
Ezek. xxxiii. 44s :.£; F le in 


ſaued, and to 15 unge the Angmledge of the trul 

1 Tim. ii, 4. The: Lord it i Hangar „not wills 
that any faule Ale hat ould come 
ee ntance. H OE 18 men only : fc 


this very, en ä might ory forth ik 
vengeange 2 0 them e | 
tor effe FIT wb e from tl 

that grace — 7 


Mo. p9riſhir n l anc 21 10 1 there! 
«hat they migh all into . | he. mu 


delight in their degth, See © hi 50 wo 


declaration... 15 
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of Gbd for all 8 2 as Ir was aol 5 
"creed, that it ſhould be of no ſervice, to th far 
greater part of mankind. And it is to no Pits | 
poſe to tay „That his death was of effica enough 
to 0 204 all mankind; if in effect its virtue 
be not ſo far extended, as to put all mankind 2 
a capacity of ſalvation. *X: So 
8. Fourthly, It makes the dricthings s 
à mere mock and illufion, if many of thoſe om 
it is eren are by an irrevocable pity mut 
out being benefited by it. It wholly makss 
uſeleſs the preaching of faith and repentance, 
and the whole tenor of the goſpet-promiles ht 
threatnings. For if fuch a decree be al 
paſt, man needs do nothing but wait for #rrefiſti 5 
ace: which if he be eleH&ed, will come, thoug! 


{ 
gv | 
it be but at his laſt hour: and if he be re 5 1 
will never come, be his Wiſs 9 Wann 

9. F ifthly, « This doctrine makes the comin c 
of Chrift, and his ſacrifice on the croſs, which 0 
the Scripture affirms to have been the fruit a t 

God's love to the world, to have been rather f 
»« teſtimony of God's wrath to the world, yea one n 
of the greateſt judgments and ſevereſt acts this tl 
can be conceived of God's indignation” toware b 
mankind:“ it being only ordained (according 9 6 
this doctrine] to fave a very few, and forthe BW 'v 
Fe and increafing the damnation of the {n 
r_greater number of men, namely of all the re 
who do not truly believe: " the eauſe of which Wl th 
unbelief again, (as theſe Divines; ſo called, above WI th 
afſert,) is the hidden counfel of God. Certainly fu 
then the coming of Chriſt was. never to chem 2 ſec 
teſtimony of God's love, but rather of 6. 
1 wrath: and if the world may be taken wh 
or the far greater number of fuch as live f in it tor 
Sod neyer loved the world, zecording te ma 
- doQrine, But rather hated It greatly, in mnamy er 
his Son to be crucified in it. . FRA * 
40. Sixthly, This dofrine is LEO 3 Go, 
mankind; for it renders” them 4 a the 
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condition chan the devils in helh For theſe 


ſome time inna 21 to Rave ſtood: the 2 
not: Whereas many millions of men are ter- — 
mented for every] according to! them, who, never F 
were happy, nor ever can be. It trenders them 
in a worle ſtate than the beaſts of the: feld, of 
whom the maſter requires no more than they are 
able to perform; and if they be killed, death is to 
them the end of all ſorrow: Whereas man is ian 
pain without end, for not doing that which he 
never was able to do. It puts him into a; far 

vorſe condition than Pharoak put the Hraelites : 
for though he with-held ſtraw from them, yet 
they COL d get it by much labour, 2 ut they | 
make God to with-hold from men all means of - 
ſalvation, ſo that they cannot attain it by all their 
pains, Yea, they place mankind in that con- :0 
dition which the Poets feign-of Tantalus Who 
oppreſt with thirſt, ſtands in water up to the 
chin, yet can by no means reach it with his 4 
tongue; and being tormented with hunger, haet 
fruits hanging at his very lips; yet ſo. as he can wah 
never_lay * of them with his teeth. And 
theſe things are ſo near him, not to nouriſh him, 
but to torment him. So do theſe teachers make 
God deal with mankind. They make the out- 
ward creation, the works of providence, the 
ſmitings of conſcience, ſufficient to convince the 
reprobates of ſin, but never intended to hein 
them to ſalvation. They make the preaching f 

the goſpel, and the offer of ſalvation by Chriſt. 3 
ſufficient to condemn them; ſerving to beget a 
ſeeming faith and a vain hope; yet by reaſon of 

God's irreſiſtible decree, all theſe —4 they) are 
wholly ineffectual to bring them the leaſt ſtep. 
towards 'falyation;' and do only contribute to 
make their: oondemnation the greater, and their.  _- 
mea eee eee 1M Ni 
11. In dire poſition to this we affirm, That 
Cod out of 41 Rae laue, who" delighteth net in 
the death of @.finnery but that ail ſhouts live 725 2 
69 e ) GT he a1 6: V 
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gta. in n m 
br ty doctrine 1s a evident. — 
de ae teſtimony, 1 


Frequent! Fo' plainly” and: fo: paſiti 
' Ritt ee the Preaching of 
De itideed thie g or: Glad 
the arigel:declaret his comin, (Lale id 10. 
Behold I bring you: goat adus, of — 76, wikadh 
halt de to 'all-prople. Whereas; if this coming af 
Chriſt hath nbt brought a poſſibility of ſal vi, 
| a6 2 it —_ rathon have been accounted 


Go 4. — Sons angel” have a ab to „ . 


one carta 8 r00d wilt towards men, if the gresieſt 


t of mankind had been nocaſſarily ſhut qu 
from de. any benefit from it. And i 
if 105 how regis 
vants to preach the goſpel to every entatiore? thats 
To every ſon and 4 —_— Ee for het 
18 nd. exce es He commands then to preach 
falvation to all, repentance and remiſſion of fen do ali 


| warning one, and exhorting every one af H 


did, Cob. i. 28, But how coulditheyhave. preached 
che goſpel to every man, as became „ 
Chriſt, in much afſurance, if 0 Varnort 0 
ſpelt had not been poſſible to all? Whatvif 
me of thoſe had aſked them,  Hath 'Chraft dazed 
me? Should they have anfwered conditi 
ä If thou repent, Chriſt” died for tiue f | The, ſams 
| FE ueſtion would have recurred; Hati Chrift died 


me that 3 Otleruiſe my repentaltch 


T0 this. over ag 1 . e 
| but 12 latne thin Whereas, thold 
Who bring he glad of. Reibe, 
ate to proach the LN . of le 

unte alf, offering à door of mercy 


all, throat h Jofus' Chriſt;: who gave — 
n for alk. The ee £; 5 25 — cer- 


ot to n e anch delads 


N Chriſt inte 
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che rates part of ma 
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cries, Taying; Come unto me all ye that are weary | 


and heavy laden, and f will give you reft. . Tf ak 
then ought. to ſeek after Fink; and 4% "Þs for 


ſalvation by him, he muſt needs have made 
Salvation poffible-to all. For, Who is bound to ſeecx 


after that Which is impoſſible'! Certainly it were 


a mocking of men to bid them to do fo. And 


ſuch as deny, that by the death of Chriſt ſalvation 
is made poſſible to all men, do moſt blaſphe- 


mouſly make God mock the world, in giving his 


ſervants a commiſſion to preach the goſpel of fal- 
vation unto all, while he hath before decreed, 
that it ſhall not. be poſlible for them to receive 
it, Do not they make the Lord to ſend forth 
his ſervants with a lie in their mouth, commandin 


them, to bid all and every one believe, that Chriſt 


died for them, and had purchaſed ſalvation for 
them : whereas (according to this doctrine) he 
hath done no ſuch thing, or ever intended it? 
Seeing then Chriſt hath commanded to preach 
Repentance and remiſfion of fins to all, it is certain 
that he died for all- and that it is poſſible for all 
to repent and believe, In as much as he, who 
commiſſioned his ſervants thus to preach, is 4 


God of truth and no mocker of poor mankind; 
neither doth he require of any man, that which 


it is imply impoſſible for him to do. 

12. Wee if we regard the teſti nony of 
the Scripture, there is not, that I know of, one 
Scripture Which affirms, Chrift did not die for all, 


whereas there are divers Scriptures whic ; 


tively and expreſsly firm, He did. As 1 Tim. ti.'1y - 
3, 4, 6. I exhort therefore that" firft of all-fup 


plications, prayers, interceftons und giving of thanks 
be made. for all men, Sc. For this is good and 


acceptable in the fag ht of God- our Saviour,” n 


will have all men to be ſaved, and to com to'the 
knowledge of the truth—Who gave himſelf à ranſom 


for all, to be teſtified in due time. Except we make 

the apoſtle to aſſert quite another thing than he 

meant, there can be nothing 3 ain tharf 
o pray for 


this. For firſt he here direkts them 
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two . be ſtated in terms more 
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"alt PREY 2 ande provot NN an objoRion nas us 
Chrift prayed. not ; for the world, ne walleth, AS 
to pray for all becauſt he willeth rot ca- all, aun 
be provi but hath ordainedi many ta, be ned 

he adds; This/is good and acceptalie with- G _ wits 

willeth all wen to be ſaued. I defire tg know. What | 
can be more expreſsly affirmed ? Or, can any 7 


N 1 * = 


tradiftory, than theſe two,/, ' ee | 

Cod willeth not ſome. men to be ſaved, and ( 
G dd willeth all men to 1 ro 115 1 14 
If we believe the 


28 the: a Wa, h 
affirmed, the firſt cannot be true. hencg 0d 
conclude) he gives us a reaſon of Chriſt's willing 
neſs that all 00 ſhould: be ſaved; in wo word 
Who gave \humnſe If a ranſom or: all. As if f he. ” 
ſaid, ſince 545 ave; himſelf a ranſom ler ik 1 
my he willeth all men to be ſaved. :; nal 
14. The ſame thing is poſitively, affixmed, Hi 
ii. 9 We ſes Jaſus u * made @ littie lower Hh 
te angels, for the ſuffering. of death, cronmad. 
glory and honour; that he by the grace of \ Gad, may 
taſte death. for every man. He that will os 
6 * may ſee this truth here 3 I 
tafted death. for every man then certainly therm 
no man for whom. he did not taſte death; and 
then there is no man who. may not be 1 45 
2 of the benefit, of it. 
14. Again, Our Lord himſelf ſays, He rome na 
1 — the mond, but that the world through: Ml 
wiight be ſaved. ohm ili. 17. And John. Kii. 4, 
fle came not to judge the world,, but td abe 
world whereas, 3 to that doctring, 
did come rather to gondemn the world, and. np 
that it might be ſaved by him. For if he; 
come to bring faluation to the greatag\ 
mankind, but to inereaſe their woc 
it neceſſarily followa, That he did noto com 
an intention to ſave, but ta judge and con em 
the greater part of err _—_ nee 6 er 


eit teſtimony. \ 8 BY 
al 0 ALIAS STE SS wv hi bd, Sy 241 "TY * 13 


LY . af 


13. Vet again, — ap. 
Cod willeth the falwition- of all, 6 
peter aſſert, That he witleth not h, e 
any, 2 Pet. iii. 9. The Lord ir nt fla 
Js promiſe,” e | one men count 


5 by = 


4,45 


this is 9 0 that —— — 9 — EE; 
Ezekiel xxxiii. 41. ts Live faith the Lord, I hive © 
vo pleaſure inthe death of the: withtd, hut that the 
wicked turn from ils · way and live. Now, # it de 
ſafe to believe” God; we:muſt.not think, that he 
intends to cheat us by all theſe ex eons, but 
that he is in gootl earneſt. ed his will take 
not effett, the blame is en our arg nk 7 
could not be if Chriſt nad never died For vs, Vue 4 
left us under an impoſfihility lot. ſulvation. What 
mean all thofe earneſt invitations, all thoſe re- 1 
zretting «exp6Rtulations the Seri en is full of ? 4 
As, Why u ye die, O houſe of op Th 3 
not come""utnto mne that they A {548 
waited to be gYacibus vente you.” Hows . „ 
have gather you, and 25 4 would net) Are men 
who are ſo invited under no. capacity of being 
ſaved?” "Is: Halten impoſſible o them Wil e 
you then oſe God in this, to be only or 
the author df A Romance, or maſter of a Coe, 
who amuſes and raiſes the various affections an 
paſſions f the ſpectators: ſometimes — 
them into Hope, und ſometimes into de air: 
all this bein,” in effect, Put a mere 4] of 
While he Har appointed what the eoncluftb n of 
all ſhall be?” 7 ar! LOGS 
16. * et ; Thie eine is'abtindanthy 
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thing oat, their own aſſertion. F * frſt, let RY 
 ſhew. me, if they can, in all the. Scripture, where 
the. whole. world is taken for believers. only, wil 
hall ſhew them, Where it is many times. ta 
For * __ N My The world 2 


And was not this an univerſal. le, written i 
to all the ſaints that then were ?. pt that accord-W * 
ing to theſe, men's comment, there would. be 2 
very unneceſſary and fooliſh. redundancy int be of 
apoſtle's words, as if he had ſaid, He ig a 8 
Ppitiation not , only for the foo of all belieutys,, j 10 
alſo for the fins f all, believers. Is not this to hi 
make the. apoſtle's 8 nonſenſe Let | 
ſhew us, where ever there is ſuch, a, miner ar 
ſpeaking in all the Scripture; where any of the r 
Penmen firſt name the belicvers' together. th 
themſelves, and then contradiſtinguilhes # then 
from ſome other whole world of believers? 2% 0 
17, But we need no better interpreter tar 
apoſtle than himſelf, who uſes the very fams . 


. preſſion in the ſame epiſtle, ch. v. 19, S ging [ 
e know that we are gf. God, and the whole: Lage att 

| lieth in wickedneſs, There cannot be found in a ir! 
the Seri ture, two. places which better janpwera vcr 
one anott ier: bro in both, the. ſame e apoſtle A 
in the ſame epiſtle, to RY ſame. perſon, e's Lt 
diſtinguiſhes kimfelf: | and the falt: e ll « / 
Abel from % — world a which 3 1 
t 
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ven WY or believers 3 as if St. had ſaid, We know new fo: 
er ilar believers are of Cod, nt the whole t 
pd believers lietn in wickedneſs. What re —.— 
of Scripture were this? And yet it be a8 
I well pleaded for 25 — other. Seeing en the 
e .oftle tells us plainly, That Chriſt died not 
Wa only or ee od e> whe wrote, 
but alſo for the whole world, let us hold faſt this 
ny truth, which we have received not of men but 
A of God. | 
= 18. But in order to make it yet more plain, 
« in we ſhall ſhew theſe two things. 
5 Firſt, That God hath given to every man born into 
1 world, a time or day of vifitaiion, during which 
"the they may be ſaved. 

Secondly, That For this end, he hath given to 


ten WY not reſiſted, — work the falvation of all; but if 
ord- it 15, will become thetr condemnation. 


& 2 19. Now according to this doctrine, the mercy 
the / Cod is excellently well fet forth, in that none are 
N neceſſarily ſhut out from ſalvation; and his ju 
tice, in that he condemns none but ſuch as nigh 
have been ſaved and would not. 

This doctrine agrees with the whole tenor of the 
goſpel, whether repentance and remiſſion of fins 
are commanded to be preached to every creatures 

It magnifies the merits and death of Chriſt, in 
that it not only accounts them ſufficient to ſave 
all, but declares them to be brought ſo nigh to 
th al, that they are thereby put into a oO 
ex. lvation. | 5 
ing e lt exalts above all the grace of God, to which it. 85 
| attributes all good, aſeribing thereto not only the 
irt motions of good, but alſo the whole con- 
verſation and ſalvation of the ſoul. 

As it makes the whole ſalvation of man to depend 
en God, fo it makes his condemnation to be w 
of himſelf, in that he reſiſted the grace of 
and when he might have been ſaved, would nat. 

It takes away all ground 4 deſpair, in that it 


gives every man _ to- hope for ſalvation, 
nor 


* 
* 
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nor yet doth it feed any one in ſecurity, in that 
none know how ſoon their day may expire: 
and therefore it is a. compleat incitement and 
lively encouragement to every man, if he forſake 
evil and cloſe with that which is good. 
Laſtly, It ts really and in effect, though not in 
o many words, confirmed and eſtabliſhed by all the 
Preachers of the Chriſtian religion, that ever wert, 
or now are, even by thoſe who otherwiſe oppoſe 
this doctrine: in that they all, whatſoever = 
they come to, do preach to the people, and to 
every individual among them, that they may be 
ſaved, intreating them to believe in Chriſt, who 
Hath died for them. So that what they deny in 
the general, they acknowledge of every pax. 
ticular; there being no man to whom they do 
not preach, in order to ſalvation, telling him 
Jeſus Chriſt calls and walls him to believe and be 
ſaved: and, that if he refuſe, he ſhall therefore 
be condemned, and his condemnation is of him- 
ſelf. Such is the power of truth, that it con- 
ſtrains its adverſaries, even againſt their wills to 
plead for it- 5 
20. We do not indeed by this day of vafitation, 
underſtand the whole time of a man's life; 
though in ſome it may be extended to the very 
hour of death : but 1 a ſeaſon, atleaſt, a 
ſufficiently clears God of every man's condemnation, 
which to ſome may be ſooner, and to other 
later, according as, the Lord in his wiſdom ſees 7 
meet. So that many men may out-live this dir 
after which God ſuffers them to be hardened, Ml 
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as a juſt puniſhment of their wfaful unbelief, andi g 
even raiſes them up as inſtruments of wrath, and * 
makes them a ſcourge one againſt another. Toll 
men in this condition may be fitly applied thoſe 01 
Scriptures, which are abuſed to prove, That Gol tb 
e brd men to ſin, This is plainly expreſeſi tu 
by the apoſtle, Rom. i. from v. 17 to the end le 
but eſpecially v. 28. Even as they did not like I ® 
. retain God in their knowledge, God gave them up 1 hi 
reprobate mand, to do thoſe things which, art # th 
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convenient, And that many. outlive the day of 
their viſitation, | appears by Chriſt's. 8 
over Jeruſalem, Luke xix. 42. ſaying, If thou had 


peace | But now they are hid from thy eyes e this 
pay imports a time when they might have 


ere, them. f - 474 5 1 
ole 21. But though we affirm there is a time given 
lace to all, wherein they may be ſaved, yet we deny 
d to WM not ſuch grace may be given to ſome, that they 
y be BY 1 be ſaved. There may be ſome in whom the 
who Wl grace of God fo worketh, that they cannot reſiſt 
y in i. But there are none in whom it doth not 
par- Wl work fo that they might be ſaved, if they did not 

d wilfully reject ſalvation, 1 1 

hin WM 22. By theſe poſitions, two great objections are 

d Wl cafily ſolved. The firft is brought from thoſe, 
fore laces of Scripture, wherein' God ſeems to have 

nim. predeſtinated ſome to ſalvation, We grant he” 
con- has: ſo here is no difficulty at all. The ſecond 


is drawn from thoſe places, Wherein God ſeems 


tion, Wl cauſe he is ſaid, To harden their hearts, and to have 
life; raiſed them up, that they might-cauſe his power to be 
very fnown. But if they be numbered among thoſe 
t, men, whoſe day of viſitation is over, this objec= 


Aion, tion is at an end. GOT, reins N 
then - 23. We come now more directly to ſhew, 
| ſees That God hath given to every man a day, or time f 
, day. 2:fitation, wherein it is poſſible for him to be ſaved. 


given, in Which thoſe might have been ſave 

who actually periſh, the matter is done. (For 
none deny that / thoſe who are faved have a day 
of vifitation.): And this appears, by the complaints 
the Spirit of God, throughout the whole Scrip- 


lenging them for not accepting God's: viſitation 


himſelf firſt of all to Cain, Gen. iv. 6, 7, And 
the Lord ſaid unto Gang why art thou, wroth, and 
os "> Nn, 


why 


inown in this day the things that belong nd hu 


nown them, which now was removed from 


to have predeſtinated ſome to deſtruttion; be- 


Now if we prove that, there is a time or oe 4 
3 


ture, makes, even to thoſe that did periſh, chal» 


| and offered mercy. Thus the Lord expreſſes 


| 
| 
| 


* 


why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doſt well, 


alt thou not be accepted? If thou doſt not well, jim | 


rd at the door. This was ſaid to Cain, beforę he 
flew his brother We ſee how God gave him 
warning; and offered, in the day of his viſita» 
tion, acceptance if he did well. For thoſe words, 
Shalt thou not be accepted? Muſt import, Than 
ſhalt be accepted, if thou doſt well, So that if we 


may truſt God, the fountain of all truth, there 


was a day in which it was poſlible, even for Cain 
to be accepted. The Lord himſelf alſo ſhews, 
That he gave a day af viſitation to the old world, 
Gen. vi. g. And the Lord ſaid, my Spirit ſhall not 
elways ftrive with man: manifeſtly implying, 
That his ſpirit did ſtrive with him for a ſeaſon, 
which ſeaſon expiring, God ceaſed to ſtrive with 
him in order to his ſalvation. From this day of 
viſitation which God hath given to many, it is, 
that he is faid to wart to be gractous, Iſaiah xxx. 18. 
And to be ng ſuffering, Exod. xxxiv. 6. Numb, 
xiv. 18. Pf/atm Ixxxvi. 15. and Fer. xv. 15. where 
the prophet in his prayer, lays hold on the long 
Suffering of God ; and in his expoſtulating wi 
God, he ſhuts out the objection of our advere 


faries in the 18th verſe, Why is my pain perpetual 


and my wound incurable, which refuſeth to be heated} 


Witt thou altogether be unto me as a liar and water 
that fail? Whereas, according to our adverſaries 
opinion, the pain of the moſt part of men is per- 
tual, and thetr wounds atogether incurable. Yea 
the offer of ſalvation unto them is as a lie and a- 
waters that fail, being never intended to be of 
any effect unto them. The apoſtle Peter ſay 
Expreſ ly, That this long-fuſfering of God waited 
mn the days of Noah, for thoſe of the old world; 
anſwerably to Gen. vi. 3. And that: none m. 
object that this /ong- ing or ſtriving of 
Lord was not in order to their falvation,. 
ſame apoſtle faith as expreſsly (2 Peter iii. 15.) 
That the tony ſuffering, God 3s to be accu 
ation and with this l/ong-/afering, a little 
before he couples, That he id not W 
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frould not periſh. Where taking him for his owre 
interpreter,” as is moſt fit, he teaches, that thoſe 
to whom the Lord is long. ſuſfering (which be 
declareth he was to the old world, and is now 

to all, not willing that any ſhould perijh) they are 
to account” this 2 of Cod to them ſal- 
vation. But how can they account it ſalvation, 
if there be not ſo much as a e oh Gs 
vation conveyed to them therein? _ 

24. St. Peter, further refers to the writings of 
St. Paul, ſhewing this to have been the univerſal 
dofrinits Where it is obſervable, he adds, In 
which are ſome things hard to be underſtood, which 
they that are unlearned and unftable wreſt to their 
own deſtruction e intimating plainly thoſe. expreſs 
ſions in St. Paul's epiſtles, as Rom. ix; &c, which 
ſome unlearned ſpiritual things, wreſted ſo. as to 
contradi& God's  long-ſuffering towards all, not 
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18. willing that any of them fhould periſh, but*that all 
ould come to the ſaving knowledge. of hs truths 
Would to God many had taken more heed. chan 


24 


they have to this advertiſement! : 

25, That place of the verre Pau! which Peter 
ſeems here more particularly to hint at, doth 
* contribute alſo to clear the matter, Rom. ii. 

Deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goodneſs and for- 
os... and long: ſuſfering, not knowing that the 
goodneſs of CO Nene thee to —— Ae. 
Paul ſpeaks here to the unregenerate and —_— 
who (in the following verſe he faith) trea ſent: ob 
wrath unto the day of | wrath. And to ſuch he 
commends the: riches of the forbearance and long- 
ſuffering of God, ſhewing that its tending is, To 
lead them to repentance, But how could it have 
this tendency, To lead them to repentance? Or 
how could it be called riches of goodneſs to them, 
if there was not a time wherein they might re- 
pent by it, and « come to + be: ſharers of the riches 
thereof? | 

26. The ſum is this+ 1 15 God plead with the 
wicked, from the poſſibility of their being ac- 
any cepted ; if God's ſpirit ſtrive. with them for a 
uld Bg (ſeaſon, 
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feafon, in order to ſave them Who ha 
; if he wait to be gracious unto them; if 
— long - ſuffering towards them; if during the 
time of this long: ſuffering God willeth them to 
riſh, but by the riches of his goodneſs. and 
orbearance leadeth them to repentance; then 
there was a day of viſitation, even to thoſe ho 
— periſhed wherein they might have beep 
ed. . 
27. Secondly, This appears from el v. 4 
What could I have done more to my vineyard Fox 
in verſe 2. he ſaith, He had fenced it and gathered 
out the ftones thereof, and planted it with the choieef 
pines. And yet ( ith he) when I looked it Jhould 
heve 9 forth: grapes, it brought forth wild 
hg —— he calleth the men of .Zudah 
e * between him and his vineyard, 
Lying, What' could I have done more to my vineyard 
than I ave done in it“ And yet (as is ſaid) it 
brought forth wild grapes: which was applied 
to thoſe in 1fracl, who refuſed God's mercy. 
The {ame ſimilitude is uſed by Chriſt, Matt. xxi. 
g. Mark Xi. 1. and Luke xx. 9. where Jeſus 
| ſhews, how to ſome a vineyard: was. planted, and 
all things given neceſſary for them, to get them 
fruit to render to their maſter, and. N 
maſter many times waited. to be merciful.tg 2 
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in ſending ſervants after ſervants, and: by h 
many offences, before he determined D f 
and caſt them out. Now this cannot be under- te 
ftood of the ſaints, or of ſuch as repent and are b 
faved: for it is ſaid expreſsly, th will defirop t 
them. Neither would the parable any way an- c: 
{wer the end for which it is brought, if theſe ta 
men had not been in a capacity to have done W 
good. Yea ſuch was their capacity that Chriſt WW b. 
faith in the prophet, what could I have. done of 
more? So that it is manifeſt, by this parable, WW © 
repeated by three Evangeliſts, that Chriſt de- re 
clares his long-ſuffering towards thoſe men, who V1 
when means of ſalvation were afforded. them, fli 


did * reſiſt and would not 8 ſaved; 
28. 


IF. 
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28. Paſtly, That there is a day of viſitation 


AY even to the wicked, wherein they may be 


aved, and which being expired they are then 


ſhut out from ſalvation, a pears evidently by 


Chriſt's lamentation over Feruſalem, expreſt in 


three ſundry places, Matt. xxiii. 7. Luke xiii. gq, 
and 19, 41, 42. And when he was come near, he be. 
' held the city and wept over it, ſaying, If thou hadft 
known, even thou, at leaft in this thy day, the things. 


that belong to thy peace ] But now they are hid from 


thine eyes : than which nothing can be more plain, 
For firſt, he here ſhews, that there was a day, 
wherein the inhabitants of Jeruſalem might have 


known thoſe things that _— to their peace > 
Secondly, That during that day, he was willing 


to have Fr them, even as a hen gathereth her 


young « Thirdly, That becauſe they refuſed the 
things belonging to their peace, they were at length 


hid from their eyes, Why were they hid ? Becauſe: . 


ye would not ſuffer me to gather you ye would 
not ſee thoſe things that were good for you, in the 


{caſon of God's love towards you: and therefore 
now, that oy being expired, ye cannot ſee them. 


And for a farther * God ſuffers you to 
be hardened in unbelie | 8 UL 


29. So it is after they have rejected the offer of 


mercy, and ſalvation, and not before, that God 
hardens men's hearts. And thus To him that hath 
faall be given: and from hem that hath not, all be 
taken away, even that which he hath he hath not; 


becauſe he hath loſt the ſeaſon of uſing it, and fo 


to him it is now as nothing, For Chriſt uſes this 
expreſſion, Matt. xxv. 26. on occaſion of the 


taking the one talent from the ſlothful ſervant: 


which talent was no way inſufficient of itſelf, 
but of the fame nature with thoſe given to the 


others, And therefore the Lord had reaſon to 


exact the profit of it proportionably, as of the 
weſt, So (I ſay) it is after rejecting the day of 
viſitation, that the judgment of obduration is in- 
fliced on men: as Ghrift Pronounces it on the 


Bas out of . Iſaiah vi. 9. which all the four 
vangeliſts mention. Matt, xiii. 14, Mart iv. 
. 12. 
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12. Luke vii. 10. ohn xii. 40. And laſt of all, St. 
Paul, after he had offered ſalvation to the” Neun 
at Rome, pronounces the ſame, Ats_xxviir. 26. 
our Fathers, ſaying, Go unto this people, and ſch, 
Hearing ye Jhall hear, and ſhall nit under aN 
Seeing ye fhall fee, and ſhall not perceive. For the 
heart of this people is waxed groſs, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and ther eyes have they cloſed; left 
they ſhould ſee with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and underſtand with their hearts, and fhoult 


be converted and 1 ſhould hea. them, So it appears, 
that God would have had them/to ſee, but-they 
cloſed their eyes ; and therefore they were juſtly 
hardened. 5 e „ 
30. What now remains to be proved is, That 
God hath given to every man during the day of his 
viſatation, a meaſure of ſaving, factors light and 
grace. And this 1 ſhall prove, through God's 
aſſiſtance, by plain and clear teſtimonies of 
Scripture. | 1 8 des bu 
31. Firit, that of St. John i, 9. That was the 
true light which 8 every man that cometh 
into the world. e hath ſaid before, The life that 
es in him is the light of men, and, the light fhneth 
in the darkneſs and to this he adds, He ts the 
true 8 that. lighitethi every man that cometh into the 
co.. | 7 | — N 
932. From whence we may in ſhort obſerve, 
That the apoſtle calls Chrift the light of men. And 
as he is the light, f we walk with him in that light 
which he communicates to us, we come to kave 
ellowſirp and communion with him, as the ſame 
apoſtle faith elſewhere, 1 7ohn i. 7. Secondly, 
That this light ſhineth in the darknefs, though the 
darkneſs comprehend it not. Thirdly, That tu true 
light 8 every man tho cometh into the worll. 
Here the apoſtle carefully avoids their captiout- 
neſs, who would reftrain this to a certain number; 
for where every one is, there is none excluded. 
And ſhould they ſay, that this every man is only 
every one of the. elef, the following words' every 
man that cometh. into the world would plainly — 
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them. So that it is clear, there comes no man 
into the world, whom. Chriſt hath not enlightened 
in ſome meaſure, and in whoſe dark heart the 
light hath not ſhined. Though the darkneſs com- 
prehend it not, yet it © aa is ny and. the nature 
thereof, is to diſpel the darkneſs, where men ſhut 
not their eyes upon it. FOR y 
33. And for what end this light is given, is ex- 
preſt in verſe 7, where John is ſaid to come for a 
witneſs to bear witneſs to the light, that all men thro 
it (& airs) might believe. Our Tranſlators indeed 
(to make it ſuit their own do&rine) have turned 
the words through: him, as if all men were to be- 
lieve through Zokn. For which as there is no- 
thing in the text, ſo it - is contrary to the whole 
ſtrain of the context. For ſeeing Chriſt hath 
lighted every man with this light, is it not, that 
they may come to believe through it? Jahn ſnined 
not in the darkneſs, but this fight ineth in the 
darkneſs, that having diſpelled the darkneſs, it 
may beg en, 8 
34. Seeing then this light is the light of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the light through which men come to 
believe it needs not to be doubted, but that it is a 
ſupernatural, ſaving and ſufficient light. It can- 
not be any of the natural faculties of our ſoul, 
becauſe it. is ſaid-to ſhine in the darkneſs, which 
darkneſs is no other than the natural ſtate of 
man. And that this is. ſufficient and ſaving, I 
prove thus: | | tat 
That which is | | 
may believe; that by walking in which we have 
fellowſhip with God muſt be ſufficient to ſal- 
vation; but ſuch is this light, Therefore, it is 
ſufficient for ſalvation. „ rw. 2% cat ae 
Again, That which we are commanded to believe 
in, that we may become the children of the light muſt 
be a ſupernatural, ſufficient, and ſaving principle: 
but we are commanded ſo to believe in this light. 
Therefore, it is a ſupernatural, ſufficient, and 


ym ö that . all men through it 


- 


laving principle. | TS OO, 
The firſt oſition cannot be denied 3 the . 
keond is Chrilt's own words, Join e 
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ſwered by the words themſetves, and by tire verſe 


darkneſs come upon you plainly importing, That 
when that light in which they were to believe 


| the Lord is ſaid to be darkneſs and not Agi 


the world, or the deceitfulneſs of riches, or the 
deſire of other things, or the fear of perſecution 


all are not ſaved by it, yet there is a ſead 


Q "RY 


de * 

\ nn 
: 

K 


8 * 
\ 'Y 
* 4 
1 by 5 ; 
29 ; 
din ö 
* * 


White ye have the light, believe in the light, that'ye 
may be the children of the light, r. 

35. If it be ſaid, That by light here is mean 
Chriſt's outward perſon, this is ſufficientiy an- 


going before, Mall, while ye have the light, lp 


was removed, they ſhould loſe the capacity ot 
ſeaſon of believing.” Now this could not be un- 
derſtood of Chriſt's perſon; for many did ſavingly 
believe in Him (as we do at this day) when his 
outward perſon was far removed from them. 80 
that this light in which they were commanded to 
believe, muſt be that inward light from Chriſt, 
which ſhines in every man's heart for a ſeaſon, 
even during the day of his viſitation: While 
this continueth to call, invite and exhort, men 
are ſaid to have it, and many believe in it. But 
when they have rejected it, it is at length with- 
drawn, and then they know not where to go. 
And therefore to ſuch rebellious ones, the day of 


Amos 9 „ #5 of hie /avi 2 * n 
36. That a meaſure of thts ſaving l:ght or graces 
185 to all, racers telleth r ee in the 
3 of the Sower, Matt. xiii. Mari iv, and 
Luke viii. where he ſaith, That this ſeed ſown in 
thoſe ſeveral ſorts of ground is The word 2 
kingdom, even that word which, as St. James ſaith, 
& able to fave the foul, Now we may obſerve, 
That the feed which was ſown by the way fide; 
and in the fony and thorny ground, although it 
did not profit there, was the ſame ſeed which 
was ſown on the good ground. But the cares of 


hinders this ſeed from growing in the hearts of 
many. Not but that, in its own nature, it n 
ſufficient to ſalvation; being the very ſame with 
that, which groweth up and proſpereth in the 
hearts of thoſe who receive it. So that, _ h 
vation 


(=) "2 
vation ſown in the hearts of all, which would 
grow up and ſave the ſoul, if it were not choaked\, 
and hindered, T ei, 
37. To this, anſwers the parable of the talents, © 
Matt. xxv. He that had two talents was accepted. 
as well as he that had five, becauſe he uſed them 
to his maſter's profit. And he that had one might 
have done the ſame. His talent was of the ſame 
nature with the reſt, and was as capable to have 
brought forth an inereaſe in proportion, as any of 
theirs. And ſo, though there be not a. like pro- 
portion of grace given to all, but to ſome Fug & $45 
talents, to ſome two, and to ſome one talent ont, 
yet there is given to all that which is ſufficient e 
and no more is required than according to that | 
which is given: for unto whomfoever much is given, 
of him alſo much Mall be required, Luke xii. 48. 
He that had the two talents was accepted in giving 
four, nothing leſs than he that gave the ten. So 4 
mould he alſo that gave the one, if he had given 7 
two, And no doubt one was as capable of pro- 
ducing two, as five of producing ten, or two. Para | 
38. I ſhall add but one proof more, That all 
men have a meaſure of ſaving grace, which is that 9 
of the apoſtle Paul to Titus, ch. ii. 11, The grace 4 9 
of God that bringeth ſalvation hath appeared unto "72S 
all men + than which there can be nothing more 
clear, it comprehending both parts of the con- 
troverſy, Firſt, it teſtifies, that it is no natural 
principle, but the grace of God bringing ſalvation. 
Secondly, It ſays, that this hath appeared, not to 
a few, but to all men, And there is nothing (as FT 
the following words declare) required of man. 
which this grace teacheth not. Yet I have heard 
a publick. Preacher, to evade the ſtrength of this 
text, and deny this grace to be ſaving, and ſay, 
It meant only common graces, ſuch as is the heat 0 
the fire and the light of the un, Such is the dark- 
nels of thoſe that oppoſe t e truth! Whereas the * 
text ſaith expreſsly, it is ſaving . .) Others 
that cannot deny but it is ſaving, lay, This al, 
means not every individual, but only ſome of all 
kinds. But is a bare denial ſufficient to overturn - 
ä | a2 poſitive 
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a pofitive abertben ? If the Scriptu 
abuſed, what ſo abſurd as may not be pres may bk 
from them Or what ſo manifeſt may not be 
denied) we have then no reaſon to be ſtagg 


at their denying what the Scripture 
affirms. They may as well perſuade e 


do not intend tas which we: afhrm, as mat 
believe the apoſtle ſpeaks a thing in yin 


and yet intends quite the contrarjʒx. 
And indeed can there be any thing = 


ab 2. than to ſay where the word is plainiy 
it does not mean all, but only few It 1s truę 
all is ſometimes taken for the greater number, of 
two numbers mentioned but let them ſie ug 
they can, either in Scripture; or profane 
Eccleſiaſtical writings, that any man who: wiki! 
ſenſe, did ever uſe the word all, to expreſs:of tie 
numbers the lefſer, Whereas they affirm, that 
_ far leſſer number have received ſaving grate, 


et will have the apoſtle to ſignify them 
1 96 0 word all: contrary to all«the "= 


| ſpeaking, as well as to the whole tenor: of the | 
goſpel. 
40. We conclude then, That the goſpel ir ind 


good tidings 0 = %, which may be unto ull 
People: that the Miniſters thereof, are to preacſi 


every creature, to declare to all the common ſalvation, 
and to offer repentance and remiſſion of ſins to, 
warning every one, and exhorting every one? I 
Chriſt died for all who died in Adam, that, he gave 
himſelf a ranſom for all: taſting death for cn 
man that he came not to condemn the world, but 
that the world throu bf him might be ſaved + that ht 
- willeth that all men ſhould be faved, and willeth met 
that any ſhould þ 255 that he us the n 
not for our ſins ok ly, who believe, but alſo for the 


o/ the whole — That accordingly he "oY 
all a day, or time of viſitation, wherein it 4s 


ſible for them to be ſaved; and therein'a 
of ſaving grace, ſo that if they die, their blood 88 
on their own heads: _— when they 
they would not _ in, 1 that « might 
have life, 92 ng bs * * 
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